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Ability Grouping. — Whether children should be divided
into sections on the basis of their ability to learn still is
a moot question. The major arguments in favor of such
grouping are greater efficiency and ease in teaching a rela-
tively homogeneous group. Objections raised to ability
grouping are chiefly social and emotional. The give and
take among pupils of different levels of ability is said to
be more democratic than segregation. Each child, however
low his abstract verbal ability, can make some contribution
to group enterprises and derive satisfaction therefrom. More-
over, the basis of grouping is almost certain to be recognized
by both parents and children and pupils labeled as "bright"
or "dumb." Accordingly, an analysis of the social environ-
ment of the special class should always be made.
One private elementary school experimented over a period
of years with three kinds of grouping. The first plan tried
was to put all the brightest children into one of three sec-
tions in each grade. This plan resulted in efforts by parents
to force their children into the brightest group which was
soon recognized as such. As to the children, some of them
began to display undue feelings of superiority and to speak
disparagingly of the other sections. The second plan was
to put those children, who, in some respects, were problems,
in a small class under the teacher who previously had had the
superior group. But the parents soon became aware of the
change that had been made and various ones begged to have
their particular child excluded from that group. At present
the pupils in each grade are divided into three fairly-equal
groups with a flexible administration that makes it easy to
shift a pupil from one class to another. No child is held
back if he has achieved a year's growth in terms of his own
ability. Occasionally, a relatively mature and gifted child
is permitted to visit the grade ahead during the spring
semester and is then promoted to the next higher grade in
the fall. This plan is better than double promotion with-
out any experience in the intermediate grade.
The results of experimental study of so-called homogene-

